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. . The more ﬂgmmnnlb rnll;'lnl I'I;f!illli:“
was also well drawn by John v
Fine Character 5 @ osn b i v
mixture of idealism and billerness
ambition and despalr, Lendl"l:nf‘ﬁﬁ. and
Ol'tl'a dls ~esentiulness of his brothers’ cruelty
s But a more finished plece of actine
A- l l) I was Lhat of f;_jrler Brml'h:m:lr';, wnﬂ
. laved Piers the scornful brother. who
o l( l Ol)agal]( a E:-urita in‘o laughter when Finch plays
Whiteoaks, which was staged pv the piano Renny. another brothei
the Repertory Theatre Sociely last who looks after the eslate, 1s a mm;E
night, s propaganda It contains al complex character, and a more diffi-
blea for those <ensitive and artistic cult one  Although Renny belongs to
aPlIls  WHO lack Lhe power 1o cope (he same wo-ld as Piers, he Is the only
with the harshness ol the world, and gnpe. apart from the grandmother. who
it indicts thelr umimaginative brothers | pderstands and svmpa'hises with the
lor not recognising their value downtrodden Finch
Mazo de la Roclhie the author, must Alan Ward who plaved the role
have fell passionately about the in- aypidsd  the sentimentality  which
justice of the scorn that is the lot of okt have destroyed the dignity ol
those whose ambition i1s not material. (he character.
She must have been one of them her-
sell.  She has embodied her messapge
in a moving drama. enacred by well-
drawn characlers, with a stromz climax
that iz nlwavs delayved oy the humour
of the dinlogne
The play depends mostly  on  the
characlerisation. rather than drama,
It deals with one idea. not the inter-
slay. and confliet of several Lthemes.
onsequently the chiel responsibility
of the cast was to portray Lhe sinbtle
and diverse personalities of Lhe roles
and thiz it accomplished wilh greal
merit and apparent ease in almost all

CAses
FINE PORTRAYAL

One of the chie! characlers round
which the story revolves {= the grand-
mother of the Whiteoak household, im-
petuous, with a Rabelaisian wit. de-
termined not to die. ridiculing the
weaknesses of her =ons ancd grandsons
The other 1= the musleal Fineh, the
sepond vounzest  grandson whose
burning ambtition is to be A greal
plandst. but who = scorned by his
brothers and uncles [or hls unprac-
tical nature

Peggy Aspry egave a thoroughly con-
vineing and really gripping picture of
the grandmaother. Adeline hitenak,

e will Is tihe subiect of the speciu-
lation of the rest of the family—execent
Finch Judged by the standard nj_
most “old women” and “"old men
nlaved by yvoung people on the ama-
teur stage, it was a masterpiece of
characterisation. but judged by any
standards It was exceptionally gond.

The more emotional role of Finch
mwacs alea wall Arasn ke JInhn Dnlhye

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article40843402



